




June 1969

St. Mary's Junior College, 
Minneapolis, MN

11 graduates
(1 not shown)

1st graduating PTA Class



1971

PTA students

St. Mary’s 
Junior 
College



1972



1973Greenville Technical College



1973



Carol McClaugherty - 1st PTA serving in Peace Corps

1974



1976



PTA students

Greenville 
Technical 
College

circa 1976



076.224-010
PHYSICAL THERAPIST ASSISTANT 

(medical ser.)
physical therapy technician

Recognition of the young profession in the Dictionary of 
Occupational Titles, Employment and Training Administration, US 

Department of Labor

1978



1980

Melinda 
Hong, SPTA
1st SPTA winner,  
Mary McMillan 
Scholarship, $500



Reconstruction Aide  
Ruby Decker creates 
PTA Student Fund
at NH VTC

1982



Debbie Schuerman, PTA (& 
later PT), and her seeing 
eye dog A.J.

1st totally blind student to 
graduate from St. Mary’s Junior 
College 2-year PTA program

1986



1989



1992

Affiliate 
Assembly 
booth

PT 1992

Denver 



1993



1996



1999



1999

Karen Jorgensen, PTA, President, 
National Assembly of Physical
Therapist Assistants (right),
with 
Jan K. Richardson, PT, PhD, OCS, 
President, APTA (left)





1999

National 
Assembly 
Board of 
Directors



2000 

F.A. Davis Award for 
Outstanding Physical 
Therapist Assistant Educator

Barbara J. Behrens, PTA

1st PTA to win the award



14 out of the 79 1ST recipients of Advanced Proficiency for 
the Physical Therapist Assistant 2005



2006

John 
Linberger, 
PTA, MS



1st APTA Outstanding 
Physical Therapist / 
Physical Therapist 
Assistant Team Award

Edie Knowlton Benner, 
PT, PhD, OCS

Juliana Robine, PTA

2006



2007
1st APTA 
Outstanding 
Physical Therapist 
Assistant Award

Roy Christopher 
Junkins, PTA, ATC 
(left)



2013
MEDLINE index 
adds 
Physical Therapist 
Assistants 
to 
Medical Subject
Headings (MeSH)  



Recognition of 
Advanced Proficiency 
for Physical Therapist 
Assistant 
transitions to
PTA Advanced 
Proficiency Pathways 
(APP) 

2014



APTA House of Delegates 
passed RC 3-15:
APTA chapters & sections 
may grant a full vote to 
physical therapist assistant 
members at the component 
level. 
37 chapters & 9 sections 
have implemented the 
change to date (2/19)

2015



2016



PTA 
Town 

Hall 

2018



2018



2018

PTA 
Caucus



2018
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